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Early Childhood Department 
Dear Parents: 
 
 Thank you for choosing the Dora L. Lewis Family and Child Development Center.  We hope 
the enclosed information will be helpful to you and your family when planning for the 2008-2009 
school year.  We are looking forward to a wonderful year! 
 Please read the enclosed information so that you choose the right program for your child and 
learn more about our preschool.  We offer two enrollment plans:  a 9 month September through May  
plan and a 12 month September through August plan for families using Childcare services on a yearly 
basis (see exact dates on following pages). 
 Please turn in your registration materials during the appropriate sessions listed below.  
Make sure you enclose all necessary materials (application and payment plan) so that we can 
process your application. 
 
Session A (Monday, March 10 - Friday, March 14) after then, as space available. 
Registration is open to children currently enrolled in Preschool and to their siblings.  Please note that 
we must have your completed registration materials during this period in order to assure your space in 
the program. 
 
Session B (Monday, March 17 - Friday, March 21) after then, as space available. 
Registration is open to new students whose siblings are “graduates” of the Preschool, those children 
eligible during Session A, to new students whose families are Weinstein JCC members as of Septem-
ber, 2007, children of Great Beginnings who have been enrolled since September, 2007, and those cur-
rently enrolled in Camp Ganim, 2008 4-week Sessions I and/or II only (not 1 week mini-sessions). 
 

 

What you must turn in: 
1.  Registration form completed and signed. 
2.  2008-09 payment plan form with payment option selected and signed. 
3.  Deposit. 
4.  If you are not currently a member:  a Weinstein JCC membership is a 

prerequisite for participation in the preschool program.  If you have  
questions, please call us at 545-8615. 

 
We are looking forward to a successful school year with you and your child and will strive to meet 
your needs! 
Sincerely, 

 
 
 

Donna Peters   Barbara Wise 
Director   Assistant Director 

Session C—opens Wednesday, April 2 at 8:30am 
 Registration begins for all students who are NEW to our program. 
   *Preschool Lobby* 
Registration is divided into three sessions.  Although specific programs may be filled 
when you register, there may be openings in our other programs for new students. 



 

 Preschool and Childcare Programs 
 
  Licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia  
 

  
 
 

1st Steps        9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
Children turning 2 years old between November 1 – February 28 and their parents engage in age–appropriate 

 activities with a teacher on Tuesdays and Thursdays. After January, when all the children are two years old, the 
 parent does not attend, and an assistant teacher is present. 

 
 Preschool / Pre-K        9:00 AM – 12:00 PM 
2 year olds – Children who are 2 years old by September 4, 2008, are eligible to attend a 2, 3 or 5-day program.  

 Children turning 2 between September 4 and October 31 are eligible to enroll and may attend beginning on their 
 2nd birthday.  Children need not be toilet trained to attend the 2-year-old program. 

3 year olds are eligible to attend a 3 or 5-day program. 
4 year olds are eligible to attend a 5-day program. 
 
 Pre-K Preschool  9:00 AM – 1:30 PM 
Children 4 years old by June 1, 2008 are eligible to attend this 5-day program. We are excited to offer this 

 Pre-K class for 4 year olds that can extend their preschool experience. Children will bring a dairy lunch 
 and have an extra hour of activities! Children enrolled in 1:30 PreK classes are unable to enroll in 12-1:30    
 enrichment classes. 

 
 Lunch Bunch               12 PM– 1:30PM, 1:30 PM – 2 PM 
Lunch Bunch is a time to play, have fun and make friends. There will be a routine, but it will be flexible. 

 The schedule includes art, sensory play, discovery and movement, along with Judaic studies every Friday. 
 The children also have activity time outside, weather permitting.  

 
 Childcare        7:30 – 9 AM and 12 – 6 PM 
Childcare hours are 7:30–9:00 AM and 12 noon to 6:00 PM.  Children enrolled in our Preschool program 

 may be enrolled in the Childcare program, which is fully licensed by the Commonwealth of Virginia, and 
 accredited by the National Academy of Early Childhood Programs. 

 
Childcare Registration Options 

 
 9 Month Option   September 2, 2008 – May 29, 2009 
This includes Preschool and/or Childcare only. The 9-month childcare program runs from September 4, 2007 

 until May 30, 2008.  Additional registration and fees are required for Winter and Spring vacation breaks 
 and for Summer Camp and Childcare programs. 

 

 12 Month Option  September 2,  2008 – September 8, 2009 
Families using full–day Childcare services on a 12–month basis may choose the "yearly registration package".  

 This plan includes fees for Preschool, Childcare, vacation breaks and Summer Camp programs.  The total charge 
 for the 52 weeks is divided into 12 monthly payments.  The program operates from September 2, 2008 through 
 September 8, 2009.  We hope that your family will take advantage of this discounted registration program, which 
 eliminates the necessity of registering for the different Childcare programs available throughout the year. 



 

Dora L. Lewis Child and Family Development Center 
 

 Getting to know us…. 
 
 PURPOSE 
 
The purpose of education in the Early Childhood Department of the Dora L. Lewis Family and Child De-
velopment Center of the Weinstein Jewish Community Center is to develop young children’s minds, 
bodies and emotions, as well as to produce individuals who are self-directed, lifelong learners by: 
· Fostering Jewish identity through an experiential approach to Judaism. 
· Generating a relaxed Jewish atmosphere, which provides openness, spontaneity, creativity, joy and 

love. 
· Enhance and deepen family commitment to the learning and practice of ethics and values through the 

study of Pirkei Avot. 
· Providing an array of stimulating activities to promote aesthetic and cultural awareness, academic 

readiness, motor development and social skills. 
· Encouraging independence, feelings of self-confidence, respect for others and a sense of belonging 

and sharing in a group. 
· Offering loving support to each child and each family. 
· Maintaining an environment that is in keeping with natural proportions of typical children and chil-

dren with challenges that enhances everyone's learning. 
 
 
 PHILOSOPHY 
 
We believe that early childhood experiences provide the foundation for one’s lifetime. Therefore, the 
Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program provides experiences that promote the social, emotional, physi-
cal, and intellectual development of each child. 
 
We believe that each child is unique.  Therefore, the Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program provides 
for individual needs and differences. 
 
We believe that a child’s self-perceptions are influenced by the attitudes of significant others in his/her 
life.  Therefore, we provide a positive, supportive, and accepting environment in which to grow. 
 
We believe that a young child learns about his/her environment through direct and concrete experiences.  
Therefore, the Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program provides opportunities for discovery, explora-
tion, experimentation and documentation within a child-centered classroom. 
 
 
 THE REGGIO APPROACH  
 
The Weinstein JCC’s Early Childhood Department is inspired by the Reggio Emilia Approach to teach-
ing young children.  The basic premise of the Reggio Approach is a shared and deep belief in the strength 
of children’s potential of learning, exploring, and entering into relationships with their peers, teachers, 
and environment.  Inherent in the premise is the expectation that children make hypotheses and discover 
connections and meanings among things and events of their daily lives. 



 

Children have many languages for expressing and communicating. The Reggio Approach helps to 
provide the creative freedom for children to fully represent their ideas and to develop their thinking. 
 
An integral aspect in the Reggio approach is the use of art. In the Reggio Approach, art is inseparable 
from the rest of the curriculum, and in fact, is central to the educational process as a form of both ex-
ploration and expression. 
 
 
GOALS 
 
The Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program provides a variety of developmentally appropriate ac-
tivities and materials that emphasize concrete experiential learning in order to achieve the following 
goals: 
· Foster positive self-concept. 
· Develop social skills. 
· Encourage cognitive development through thinking, reasoning, questioning, and experimenting. 
· Encourage language and literacy development. 
· Encourage and demonstrate sound health, safety, and nutritional practices. 
· Enhance physical development and skills. 
· Encourage creative expression and appreciation for the arts. 
· Develop appreciation and knowledge of Jewish customs, traditions, values, and ethics. 
 
 
LICENSING  
The Commonwealth of Virginia Department of Social Services licenses the Weinstein JCC Early 
Childhood Program.  The Department of Social Services has developed minimum standards for child-
care centers.  The Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Program adheres to these “Minimum Standards” 
or to policies, which are more stringent. 

 
  

ACCREDITATION 
The Early Childhood Program at the Dora L. Lewis Family and Child Development Center is proud 
to have been accredited by The National Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC) 
since 1986.  This recognition was given to the program for having demonstrated substantial compli-
ance with nationally recognized Criteria for High Quality Early Childhood Programs.  The program 
is reaccredited every five years.   
 
 
PROGRAM DESCRIPTION  
The daily program is orderly but flexible.  It provides for a variety of experiences, levels of difficulty, 
and pacing.  There is a balance between indoor and outdoor activities.  Both quiet and active learning 
experiences are provided.  Teachers interact with children on both an individual and group basis.  
Children are given the opportunity to initiate their own activities, as well as participate in teacher-
guided activities. 



 

THE REGGIO APPROACH -- TEACHERS AND CHILDREN 
WORKING AND LEARNING TOGETHER 
 
Donna Peters - Director 
 
 The Reggio Emilia Approach grows from the belief that children are rich, powerful people 
full of the desire and ability to grow up and construct their own knowledge. Stimulating in-
teractions and many opportunities to communicate with one another and with caring, re-
spectful adults help children to grow, develop and learn. 
 
 Teachers inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy consider creativity and learning part of 
the same process. When children actively and intently explore an object – a flower, a 
dreidle, a bird – they create their own knowledge. Like detectives, children pose questions, 
and then investigate to find answers. They use the many “languages” of art, words, move-
ment, etc. to communicate their knowledge to themselves and others. Teachers act as re-
sources to and researchers of the learning process by asking thought provoking questions, 
offering materials, and documenting children’s work. 
 
 Teachers routinely take notes and photographs and make recordings of group discussions 
and children’s play. Teachers use what they learn to plan activities that are truly based on 
children’s interests. By reviewing the documentation, teachers gain insights into children’s 
individual personalities and child development as a whole. Most importantly, they let each 
child know he or she is understood and accepted for who he / she is. This philosophy perme-
ates every aspect of the program, including the use of space, teachers’ interactions with chil-
dren, and curriculum decisions. 
 
 An integral piece of the curriculum is project work. The projects offer children and teachers 
opportunities to come together within the environment and deeply investigate children’s in-
terests. Projects also support children’s natural impulse to investigate the world around 
them. Small or large groups, or an individual, work on projects, and these can last anywhere 
from a few days, weeks, to several months. Almost any interest that intrigues children can 
inspire a project. Project work encourages children to take initiative, assume responsibility, 
develop a plan and make decisions and choices. 
 
 The teachers welcome new possibilities, unexpected ideas, and actively learning with the 
children. Teachers support children in their learning by encouraging, observing, and orga-
nizing their ideas, as well as supplying materials. At the beginning of a project, teachers do 
not know what direction it will take, but it is sure to include lots of discussion, graphic rep-
resentation, and real cooperation among everyone involved. 
 
 Using this child centered approach helps children to feel pride in their own accomplish-
ments. This in turn helps children to flourish and grow in their self-concept, social and 
learning skills. 



 

An Ethical Start™ is based on the book “Pirkei Avot - Ethics of the Fathers”.  
It is an educational program developed to teach Jewish ethics and values to pre-
schoolers. 
 
An Ethical Start™ was developed by the Jewish Community Center Association, 
which was funded in part by the Steven Spielberg Righteous Persons Foundation.   
The Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Department applied to be a part of the pilot 
program 5 years ago.  We were one of the first 18 JCC’s in North America se-
lected to be a part of the initial pilot program.  It was first piloted in three pre-
school classrooms.   It is now implemented throughout the whole preschool.   
 
The program is developed through exploration of the text, “Ethics of Our Fa-
thers,” environmental enhancements, multi-media exploration through music, 
books, Peer K doll and the emergent curriculum, which integrates with our current 
early childhood philosophy. 
 
The innovative program enhances and deepens family commitment to the learning 
and practice of ethics and values.  The six areas of focus consist of the following 
values:  responsibility, dignity, kindness, community, tradition and respect.   
 
An Ethical Start™ is a groundbreaking way of helping families and early child-
hood teachers study a classical text and develop a shared vocabulary for raising 
young children with a respect and understanding of ethics and values. 
 
An Ethical Start™ program is based on an imaginative character, Peer K Ex-
plorer™, an animated character and three-dimensional doll, who is our children’s 
“guide,” just as Pirkei Avot is our guide to value-based teaching.  The multi-media 
approach encourages interest and peaks learning. 
 
One of the best known teachings of Pirkei Avot is attributed to Rabbi Hillel, “If I 
am not for myself, who will be for me?  And, if I am only for myself what am I?  
And, If not now, when?” 
 
Peer K. Explorer, with his smile, backpack, and special tools, is just the friend to 
help guide our children in exploring our world, respecting each other, and cherish-
ing every moment.  As Peer K. himself would say, “Come and be my partner…”  
If not now, when? 

An Ethical Starttm – Teaching Jewish Values (Pirkei Avot) 



 

Preschool, 1st Steps, Lunch Bunch & Childcare 

Please Print (One child per application)     Membership Number  
 

Child Information 
Last Name _____________________________ First  __________________ 

Address _______________________________ City  __________________ State ___  Zip ________  

Birthdate _______________     Sex  _________ Phone __________________ 

Child resides with: �  Mother  �  Father  �  Both   Other _______________________________________ 
 

Parent Information 
Father        Mother 

Mr/Dr ________________________________ Last Name Mrs/Ms/Dr ________________________ 
_____________________________________ First Name   _________________________________ 

_____________________________________   Address _________________________________ 

_____________________________________ City/State/Zip _________________________________  

_____________ Business Phone __________ Home Phone __________ Business Phone _________ 

_____________________________________ Email Address _________________________________ 
 

In Case of Emergency (other than parents) 
Name ________________________________ Phone ____________  Relation to child _____________ 
Name ________________________________ Phone  ____________ Relation to child _____________ 

Physician______________________________ Phone ____________   

Child will not be released to anyone other than the above without consent of parent or guardian. 

9 Month Preschool/Childcare Program 
September 2, 2008—May 29, 2009 
 

Preschool/Pre-K (9 AM - 12 PM) 
   2 yrs.  3 - 5 yrs.  
2 days (T/Th)  �    $2,105 N/A 
3 days (M/W/F)  �    $2,975 �   $2,870* 
5 days (M - F)  �    $3,970 �   $3,740 
          *3 yrs. only 
 
Pre-K Preschool (9 AM - 1:30 PM) 

Four Year Olds by June 1, 2008 
 
5 days (M - F)  �    $5,500 
 
1st Steps (18 - 24 Months, 9 AM - 12 PM) 
 
2 days (T/Th)  �    $2,105 

OR �  

 
Lunch Bunch (2 - 5 yrs.) 
    12 - 1:30 PM 1:30 - 2 PM   
1 Day      �    $380   �    $135 
2 Days      �    $725   �    $250 
3 Days      �    $1,100   �    $375 
4 Days      �    $1,165   �    $395 
5 Days      �    $1,480   �    $510 
M  T  W  Th  F (Circle) 

Child Care (2 - 5 yrs.) 
  7:30 - 9 AM 12 - 5 PM 1:30 - 5 PM** 5 - 6 PM 
2 Days   �    $615 �   $2,555 �   $1,785 �   $460 
3 Days  �    $755 �   $2,785 �   $1,940 �   $565 
4 Days  �    $815 �   $3,045 �   $2,125 �   $655 
5 Days  �    $855 �   $3,335 �   $2,330 �   $735 
M  T  W Th  F  (Circle) 
** For Pre-K Preschool Class Only 

�   Check here if you are interested 
     in scholarship information. 

For Office Use Only 
Batch #: _____________  Date: _______________ 
Batch #: _____________  Date: _______________   Reason: ______________ 
Batch #: _____________  Date: _______________   Reason: ______________ 

E
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hildhood R
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FORM CONTINUES ON BACK 

3/7/07 

12 Month Childcare Program: 
Includes preschool, camp and vacation breaks 
September 2, 2008 - September 8, 2009 
 
        7:30 AM - 5:00 PM     9 AM - 6 PM     7:30 AM - 6 PM 
2 yrs.            �  $830          �  $830          �  $910 
 
3-5 yrs.         �  $810          �  $810          �  $890 
Monthly Rate 

Does your child have special needs?  �  Yes    �  No 
If checked yes information form will be sent via Email. 
Our goal is to be inclusive, proactive and supportive. 



 

A non-refundable $100 deposit for each 10 month program and $200 for the 12 month program must  
accompany each child’s application.  Weinstein JCC membership is a prerequisite.  Current membership 
dues and other program fees must be paid in full prior to the acceptance of this registration.  2008-2009  
membership and other program fees must be paid in full by August 31, 2008 unless a payment plan has been 
confirmed with the Weinstein JCC Accounting Department.  Fees may be charged on Mastercard, Visa or 
American Express.. 
 

Twelve month registration includes fees for Preschool, Childcare, Vacation breaks as well as Summer Camp 
and Childcare programs.  Total fee for 52 week program is divided into 12 monthly payments. 
 
PLEASE READ BEFORE SIGNING 
I understand the Center’s policy on Preschool and Childcare registration and I agree to be responsible for 
payment of all fees due the Weinstein Jewish Community Center.  I understand that failure to make payments 
as required will result in termination of service and collection action taken.  In the event that collection action 
is taken, I understand that I will be responsible for any and all attorney and court costs incurred by the 
Weinstein JCC. 
 

I understand that should I withdraw my child from Preschool, First Steps, or Childcare after June 1, 2008, I 
will be responsible for payment for three months of service, Sept., Oct., and Nov.  I understand that should I 
withdraw my child from Preschool, First Steps, or Childcare after August 31, 2008, I will be responsible for 
payment for three months of service from date of withdrawal.  To withdraw my child from any Weinstein JCC 
program, I understand that I must submit my request in writing to the Weinstein JCC Early Childhood Director.   
 
Signature of Parent or Legal Guardian   Signature of Individual Responsible for Payment 
        (If different) 
X ________________________________________ X _____________________________________ 
 
Date ______________________    Date ____________________ 

This is your chance to help someone else! 
I realize that scholarship dollars are scarce and I would like to help provide an exciting Preschool 
experience for another child.  Enclosed please find my contribution of $ ________________. 

If you have any questions about this form, please call the Early Childhood Department at 545-8615. 

Fees for Programs (Subtotal from Front)   $ 

 Preschool Deposit $100 per child, non-refundable  

 First Steps Deposit $100 per child, non-refundable  

 Childcare (Sept-June) Deposit $100 per child, non-refundable  

 Childcare (Sept-Sept) Deposit $200 per child, non-refundable  

 Total Deposits                                         (Subtract from Subtotal) -$ 

Total Enclosed   $ 

Remaining Balance     %*+���������������
!������������������
�����
������ ��+����������������,��������������	-'   $ 

�     Check  Enclosed          �     Visa   �    Mastercard  �    American Express  
 
Credit Card # ______________________  Exp. Date ________  Sec. Code _______ 
 
Signature: _________________________  Name on Card  ____________________ 
  



 

NAME: ___________________________________________________________________________________  
 
ADDRESS:_________________________________________________________________________________  
                                   STREET                                                             CITY                                         STATE                                ZIP           
 

PHONE: (H)______________________(W)____________________MEMBERSHIP #: ________________  
 

PROGRAM CODE(S) ANNUAL  CHARGE # OF MONTHS MO. PAYMENT 

REGISTRATION FEE         

MEMBERSHIP         

FITNESS CENTER         

FITNESS CENTER         

          
CAMP         

          
PRESCHOOL         

CHILDCARE          

          

12 MO. P/S & C/C         

ELEMENTARY  SERVICES         

          

12 MO. ELEMENTARY          

          

TOTALS          

 
EXTENDED PAYMENT AGREEMENT 

2008 – 2009 
CAROLE  & MARCUS WEINSTEIN 

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER 
5403 MONUMENT AVENUE 

RICHMOND, VA 23226 

                                             Over �  

Payment Options 

�  Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT)                           �  Credit Card 
Pre-Authorized debit on the 15th of each Pre-Authorized debit from your VISA 
month from your checking account.  Your  or MasterCard monthly.  Please complete 
first monthly payment and a voided check  back of form with credit card number,  
will be required to set up this option . expiration date, preferred process date,  
(See back of form for more details) billing address and signature.    



 

Credit Card Information 
 

Credit Card #:_________________________________C V V 2 #________Exp. Date: ______  

�  MasterCard     �  Visa        �  American Express  
 

Name on Card: ______________________________________________________________  

Preferred Process Date:  � 15th, �  22nd, �  30th - Starting Date: __________________________  
 
Signature:____________________________________________  Date: _________________  
 
Billing address: ______________________________________________________________  
                                                                                                   (If different from mailing address) 

Authorization Agreement for Pre-Arranged Payments ( Debits) 
 
I (we) authorize the Carole & Marcus Weinstein Jewish Community Center to initiate debit entries 
to my (our) checking account maintained at the bank named below, herein after called Bank. 
 
This authority is to remain in full force and effect until Bank has received written notification from 
me (or either of us) of its termination in such time and in such manner as to afford Bank a 
reasonable time to act on it.  A customer also has the right to question Bank about any debit 
entry by notifying Bank not later than 60 days after Bank sends a statement to customer 
containing the entry.  Bank will handle all such questions in accordance with its procedures and 
the requirements for resolving errors found in Regulation E issued by the Federal Reserve Board. 

      

Name(s) (Please Print)   Social Security Number 

      

      

Membership #   Date 

      

      

Signed   Signed 

Prenote Date: _________________   First Draft: _________________ Last Draft: _________________ 
 
Mk/extended payment/ 08 

 
 
 

Please Staple Voided Check Here 


